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CHIL D P R O T ECT IO N  P O L ICY 

 
Clu b W elfare Officer 
Kev in  Britn ell 
 

T he FA Child P rotection P olicy 
Every child and young person w ho plays football should be able to participate in an enjoyable and safe 
environm ent and be protected from  abuse. T his is the responsibility of every adult involved in football. 
 
It is recognised, how ever, that child abuse is also a very em otive and difficult subject. It is im portant to 
understand the feelings involved but not to allow  them  to interfere w ith judgem ent about any action to 
be taken. 
 
T he Football Association recognises its responsibility to safeguard the w elfare of all children and young 
people by protecting them  from  physical, sexual or em otional harm  and from  neglect or bullying. It is 
determ ined to m eet its obligation to ensure that those clubs and organisations providing football 
opportunities for children and young people do so, to the highest possible standard of care. 
 
Clear practices and procedures, in addition to a detailed training program m e already under w ay, w ill 
ensure that everyone know s exactly w hat is expected of them  in relation to the protection of children 
and young people w ithin our sport. 
 
It is essential that those children and young people attracted to and participating in football are able to 
do so in a quality, safe and enjoyable environm ent. In striving to attain this, T he FA has the follow ing 
objectives: 
 
• A requirem ent that T he FA P rem ier L eague and T he Football L eague include in their rules a policy 
statem ent concerning child protection;  
 
• A requirem ent that all bodies affiliated to T he FA as Charter S tandard O rganisations, affiliated through 
the County Associations, w hich provide the opportunity to w ork w ith children and young people up to 
the age of eighteen, include in their rules a policy statem ent concerning child protection. 
 
• T o provide ongoing developm ent and training opportunities to all organisations as m entioned above. 
 
• T o provide ongoing developm ent and training opportunities for m em bers of T he FA Coaches 
Association as an integral part of all FA Coach and M edical Education courses and courses for R eferees 
in staff developm ent courses for M em bers of T he FA. P rem ier L eague and T he Football L eague through 
the County Football Association structure through the process of attaining and m aintaining the Charter 
S tandard aw ard. 

T he aim s of T he FA Child P rotection P olicy are: 
1. T o develop a positive and pro-active position in order to best protect all children and young 

people w ho play football enabling them  to participate in an enjoyable and safe environm ent. 
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2. T o deliver quality assured child protection training and build a netw ork of tutors to facilitate this 
delivery, in conjunction w ith and supported by, the N ational S ociety for the P revention of Cruelty 
to Children (N S P CC). 

3. T o dem onstrate best practice in the area of child protection. 
4. T o prom ote ethics and high standards throughout football. 

 
T he key principles underpinning this P olicy are that: 

• T he child's w elfare is, and m ust alw ays be, the param ount consideration. 
• All children and young people have a right to be protected from  abuse regardless of their age, 
   gender, disability, culture, language, racial origin, religious beliefs or sexual identity. 
• All suspicions and allegations of abuse w ill be taken seriously and responded to sw iftly and 
   appropriately. W orking in partnership w ith children and young people and their parents/carers 
   is essential. T he P olice and S ocial S ervices departm ents have a statutory responsibility to 
   ensure the w elfare of children and young people. 

 
T he FA is com m itted to w orking together w ith S ocial S ervices Departm ents and local Area Child 
P rotection Com m ittees (ACP C) in accordance w ith their procedures. T he FA's R egulations on child 
protection are defined in T he FA Handbook. 
 

1. Any act, statem ent, conduct or other m atter w hich harm s a child or children, or poses or m ay 
pose a risk of harm  to a child or children, shall constitute behaviour w hich is im proper and brings 
the gam e into disrepute. 

2. In these R egulations the expression "O ffence” shall m ean any one or m ore of the offences 
contained in S chedule 1 of the Children and Young P ersons Act 1933 and any other crim inal 
offence w hich reasonably causes T he FA to believe that the person accused of the offence poses 
or m ay pose a risk of harm  to a child or children. 

3. U pon receipt by T he FA of 
I. N otification that an individual has been charged w ith an offence; or, 

II. N otification that an individual is the subject of an investigation by the P olice, S ocial 
S ervices or any other authority relating to an offence. 

III. Any other inform ation w hich causes T he FA reasonably to believe that a person poses or 
m ay pose a risk of harm  to a child or children then T he FA shall have the pow er to order 
that the individual be suspended from  all or any specific football activity for such period 
and on such term s and conditions as it thinks fit. 

4. In reaching its determ ination as to w hether an order under R egulation 2 should be m ade T he FA 
shall give consideration, inter alia to the follow ing factors: - 

I. W hether a child is or children are or m ay be at risk of harm . 
II. W hether the m atters are of a serious nature. 

III. W hether an order is necessary or desirable to allow  the conduct of any investigation by 
T he FA or any other authority or body to proceed unim peded. 

5. T he period of an order referred to in 2 above shall not be capable of lasting beyond the date 
upon w hich any charge under the R ules of T he FA or any offence is decided or brought to an end. 

6. W here an order is im posed on an individual under R egulation 2 above, T he FA shall bring and 
conclude any proceedings under the R ules of T he FA against the person relating to the m atters 
as soon as reasonably practicable. 

7. W here a person is convicted or is m ade the subject of a caution in respect of an offence that 
shall constitute a breach of the R ules of T he FA and T he FA shall have the pow er to order the 
suspension of the person from  all or any specific football for such period (including indefinitely) 
and on such term s and conditions as it thinks fit. 
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8. For the purposes of these R egulations, T he FA shall act through its Council or any com m ittee or 
sub-com m ittee thereof, including the Board. 

9. N otification in w riting of an order referred to above shall be given to the person concerned 
and/or any club w ith w hich he is associated as soon as reasonably practicable.  

CO N CL U S IO N  
T he FA, through confirm ing this P olicy Docum ent, has indicated its determ ination to ensure that 
children and young people can participate in all form s of football activity and do so w ith their safety 
being of param ount im portance. 
 
It is essential that this docum ent is representative of a process of continual im provem ent in the area of 
child protection w ithin football. It is for all adults engaged in football activities to prom ote good practice 
and procedures, w hilst being ever vigilant and aw are of their responsibilities tow ards the children and 
young people in their care.  
 
N ew port P agnell T ow n Football Club subscribe to this intent and w ill follow  T he FA’s Charter S tandard 
guidelines and recom m endations regarding Child P rotection. 
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